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Advisory Committee on Juvenile Justice 
 

March 26, 2014 
1:00pm-3:00pm 

 
Twin Hickory Library 

5001 Twin Hickory Road, Glen Allen, VA 23059 
 

Members Present 
Carol Adams 
Craig Branch  
Cynthia Cave, proxy for Superintendent of Public Instruction, DOE 
Keith Farmer 
Lindsay Fisher, Chair 
Terone Green 
Quentin Hicks 
Quwanisha Hines 
Jerrauld Jones 
Alex Kambris, proxy for Commissioner of DSS 
Malcolm King, proxy for Commission of DBHDS 
Tucker Obenshain 
Andrew Slater 
Janet Van Cuyk, proxy for Director of DJJ  
Diana Harris Wheeler 
 
Members Not Present 
Robert Bell 
Rita Bishop 
Richard Campbell 
Hilary Griffith 
Amanda Johnson 
Dwight Jones 
Steven Kast 
Bryce Reeves 
Antonio Sutton 
Michael Wade 
Catherine Watts 
Kim Slayton White 
 
Staff Present 
Samantha Harvell 
Tracey Jenkins 
 

Call to Order/Welcome: Chair Lindsay Fisher called the meeting to order at approximately 1:15 
p.m. and welcomed all in attendance.  
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Approval of Minutes: Members were posted and sent minutes from the meeting held 
December 4, 2013 prior to the meeting; hard copies were also distributed at the meeting. 
VOTE: Andrew Slater made a motion to approve the minutes as presented; the motion was 
seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 

Fairfax Juvenile Justice Grants: Dr. Katherine Williams, with the Fairfax Court Services Unit, 

made a presentation on juvenile justice reform efforts in her locality and provided an overview 

of the multiple projects that the ACJJ and DCJS have supported over the past two decades. She 

noted a number of program and practice changes that have improved services and outcomes 

for system-involved youth and their families. Dr. Williams stressed that the financial resources 

and support that Fairfax has received over the years from DCJS have allowed them to take 

advantage of the growing research on what works and translate that into programming for 

youth and families.  

DCJS Evaluation and Training Grant Update: Ms. Jenkins provided a progress update on the 

grant approved by the ACJJ at the December 4, 2013 meeting authorizing DCJS to use 

unexpended JABG and Title II funds to support a new DMC assessment, a juvenile justice and 

child welfare multi-system evaluation, and regional trauma trainings for local service providers. 

Ms. Jenkins reported that a request for proposals (RFP) was issued this week for a new DMC 

assessment, an RFP for the multi-system evaluation is currently in development, and that DCJS 

is planning regional trauma trainings to occur throughout the state this year. Each training 

opportunity will be two days. 

DCJS/ACJJ JJDP Conference: Ms. Jenkins reported that DCJS has encountered a number of 

challenges in planning the 2014 annual conference. In order to allow adequate time to plan the 

conference and avoid conflicts with other group meetings, she proposed to move the 

conference to Spring 2015. That conference will focus on cross-system issues. Ms. Jenkins also 

noted that there will be a smaller, targeted, conference in the fall on restorative justice. That 

one-day conference will tie into the DMC priorities identified by the ACJJ.  

Compliance Update: Ms. Fisher noted that Curtis Stevens is currently on the road wrapping up 
compliance monitoring visits. The annual monitoring report will be completed and submitted to 
OJJDP in June and will be discussed the next ACJJ meeting in July. 

 
JJDP Act, OJJDP and Federal Funding for FFY2014: Ms. Jenkins provided an update on the JJDP 
Act and recent developments at OJJDP. No reauthorization legislation has been introduced at 
the federal level for the JJDP Act. However, a key focus of the latest OJJDP reorganization is on 
compliance with JJDP Act requirements. In June, Ms. Jenkins will attend a two-day meeting with 
OJJDP staff and her counterparts in from other states.  
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Ms. Jenkins also reported on federal funding for FFY 2014 noting that Congress has eliminated 
funding for JABG. She shared that this was not unexpected and that DCJS has been working 
with existing grantees to prepare for the funding elimination. A grant solicitation was just 
released to direct some existing JABG money toward three priorities – restorative justice 
programming, particularly in schools; the implementation of DMC assessment 
recommendations in the localities that have completed a formal assessment; and police 
training on understanding youth development. The state will continue to receive Title II funding 
though it is not yet clear what Virginia’s allocation will be for FFY2014. There is currently an 
expectation that no state will be in compliance with the Prison Rape and Elimination Act and 
that juvenile justice funds could be subject to reduction. 

 
Legislative Update: Ms. Fisher reported that the Virginia General Assembly adjourned on 
March 8, 2014 but is currently in a special session to address the budget. Ms. Jenkins, Ms. Van 
Cuyk, Mr. Kamberis and Ms. Cave shared summaries of bills that were passed and of interest to 
the ACJJ.  
 
Subcommittee Updates and Discussion: 
 
DMC Subcommittee: Ms. Jenkins noted that the DMC subcommittee met in August 2013. A 
core focus of the DMC subcommittee this year will be the development of the state’s three-
year plan (2015-2017). 
 
Grants Subcommittee: Ms. Jenkins announced that there will be a meeting of the grants 
subcommittee on May 28th to review applications for the JABG grant solicitation. The proposals 
are due on May 2nd and will be distributed to subcommittee members in hard copy immediately 
following that deadline. 

 
Spirit of Youth: Ms. Fisher shared that the Virginia Juvenile Justice Association (VJJA) has 
initiated a scholarship award very similar to the ACJJ Spirit of Youth award. Given that the Spirit 
of Youth award has not always generated strong nominations and has only been awarded once 
in the recent past, Ms. Fisher asked the committee to consider how best to proceed with the 
award. She proposed three options: continuing with the award without changing, amending the 
award at the subcommittee level with approval of the full ACJJ or terminating the award and 
finding an appropriate alternative use for the existing funds. Ms. Jenkins provided a side-by-
side comparison of the VJJA and Spirit awards for reference. Members discussed the 
differences between the two awards as well as the marketing strategy employed to date to 
seek nominations. Members agreed to continue with the award without changes and make a 
concerted effort to generate strong nominations. 
 
Ms. Fisher noted the need to encourage youth involvement on the committee. She shared that 
a number of current youth members will soon age out and stressed the need to involve 
younger youth and more of them. Ms. Jenkins proposed the idea of setting up a subcommittee 
for youth members which received support from members. 
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2014 Subcommittees: A sign-up sheet for subcommittees was passed around noting existing 
members and encouraging additional participation of those who have the time to dedicate to 
subcommittee work.  

 
Old/New Business: Ms. Jenkins shared the DCJS Annual Member Survey with all members 
present and requested that completed forms be filled out and left with DCJS staff.  
 
Ms. Fisher noted that the September meeting will be a two-day retreat that will focus on the 
creation of a new three-year plan. The DMC subcommittee will meet on the first day to begin 
that process and the retreat will also involve a visit to a facility or location of interest. Ms. 
Fisher asked members to suggest potential sites for the event.  
 
Ms. Van Cuyk noted that DJJ recently completed the evaluation of facility usage and is making 
changes based on the population reductions identified. The Culpepper JCC will close and the 
building will be converted to a DOC facility housing female offenders. The current proposed 
date of closure is June 6th. In addition, two halfway houses have closed due to underutilization. 
Moving forward, Bon Air will be the only facility in Virginia that houses juvenile females. The 
facility will also house a unit for youth who are performing well. The RDC has moved to a 
smaller space, occupying what used to be the Oakridge facility and the assessment process has 
decreased from 60- to 45-days. DJJ is also partnering with four local detention centers to open 
community-placement centers. Each will house up to 10 youth transitioning from DJJ 
commitment back to the community. 
 
Judge Jones shared that OJJDP Director Bob Listenbee will be in Richmond May 16th to offer a 
keynote address at the Juvenile Law and Education Conference and encouraged members to 
attend. 
 
Mr. Kamberis noted that a key focus for DSS moving forward will be a review of service 
provision in an attempt to ensure that youth do not have to become involved in the foster care 
system in order to access services. He looks forward to the cross-system opportunities that this 
presents. 
 
Ms. Fisher thanked members, new and old, for their attendance. 
 
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 3:05pm 


